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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) C3 Claim(s) U3 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -2, 4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The disclosure does not reveal how 
a local telephony first network etc. is constructed, such as, how many jacks are there, 
and how the invention's plug handles simultaneously multiple jacks of the local 
telephony network. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation " includes special telephony equipment" in line 3. 
The term "special telephony equipment" is vague and indefinite. A similar thing holds 
for claim 8. 
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Specification 

5. Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1 72(a) and MPEP § 606 The title of the 
invention should be placed at the top of the first page of the specification unless the title 
is provided in an application data sheet. The title of the invention should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words may not 
contain more than 500 characters. 

6. The title of the invention is not technically accurate. The suggested title is as 
follows: 

NETWORK INTERFACE DEVICE 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 1 , 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the upper pair" in line 12. Replace the word 
"upper" with "first". Further, claim 1 recites the limitation "equipment equipment" in line 
1 7. Replace the term ""equipment equipment" with the term "equipment". 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "to a second third network" in line 4. This is in error. 
Delete the word "third". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1 , 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Daoud et al [US 6,099,333]. 

(Note: The word "or" is considered as an alternative in the claims by Examiner). 

Regarding claim 1, Daoud et al teach local telephony first network (26) 
containing a first jack (32), the first jack having two pairs of contact members, a first pair 
and a second pair, characterized in that the corresponding contact members of the first 
and second contact pairs respectively have electrical connections between them in the 
case where no plug is inserted into the first jack and the electrical connections being 
broken when inserting a plug into the first jack shown in Fig. 1, the contact members of 
the second contact pair of the first jack being connected to a equipment (12), the local 
telephony first network comprising a special plug (14) insertable into the first jack and 
connected so that in the case where the special plug is inserted into the first jack (32) 
there are no electrical connections between the corresponding members the first and 
second contact pairs respectively of the first jack (32), the contact members of the first 
pair of the first jack being then connected to a third network (20) through the special 
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plug [Figs. 1-3B; col. 2, lines 38-48; col. 3, line 35 to col. 4, line 62; col. 5, line 55 to col. 
6, line 17; Abstract]. 

Regarding claim 3, Daoud et al further teach the network, characterized in that 
the second network includes a public switched telephony network (PSTN) (20) and the 
third equipment (12) includes special telephony equipment (14) connected to an access 
network (26) [Fig. 1]. 

Regarding claim 4, Daoud et al teach a telephony connector plug (14) adapted to 
fit into telephony jacks, characterized in that the telephony connector plug has internal 
connections so that when fitted into the first jack (32) of a local telephony first network 
(26), the plug acts as a circuit breaker for signals normally connected between the 
network (26) and equipment (12), and in the same time reroutes these signals to a third 
network (20) [Fig. 1 ; Abstract; col. 2, lines 38-48; col. 3, line 35 to col. 4, line 62; col. 5, 
line 55 to col. 6, line 17].' 

Regarding claim 5, the limitations are shown above. 

10. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Streck 
[US 4,852,153]. 
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Regarding claim 6, Streck teaches a telephony connector plug (40) adapted to fit 
into telephony jacks (32), characterized in that the telephony connector plug comprises 
a built-in manual switch (28) so that when the telephony connector plug is fitted into the 
first jack (32) of a local telephony first network (36), the signals of the local telephony 
network (36) are routed either to a second network (telephone cable IN) or to a third 
network (telephone cable to FAX) depending on the position of the built-in manual 
switch [Figs. 3-7; col. 3, line 26 to col. 5, line 10]. 

Regarding claim 7, Streck teaches a telephony connector plug (40) adapted to fit 
into telephony jacks (32), characterized in that the telephony connector plug comprises 
an automatic switch (28), when single line logic 26 is operational, so that when the 
telephony connector plug is fitted into the first jack (32) of a local telephony first network 
(36), the signals of the local telephony network (36) are routed either to a second 
network (telephone cable IN) or to a third network (telephone cable to FAX) depending 
on the position of the built-in manual switch [Figs. 3-7; col. 3, line 26 to col. 5, line 10]. 

Claim 8 is essentially similar to claim 7 except for special telephony equipment. 
Streck teaches special telephony equipment (40) for checking dial tones [col. 4, line 62 
to col. 5, line 10]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Daoud et 
al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of either Streck [US 4,852,153] or 
Grandindrevin et al [WO 01/80536 A1]. 

Regarding claim 2, Daould et al do not teach expressly the network having 
multiple jacks. 

Streck teaches a network having a multiple jacks (36) [Fig. 7J. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Streck with Daould et al in order to enable a 
customer having a single telephone line to use more than one services like telephone or 
fax [Streck; col. 25, lines 26-37]. 

Further, Grandindrevin et al teach a network having multiple jacks [Fig. 2; page 
10, Iines13-17; claim 1]]. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Grandindrevin et al with Daould et al in order 
to enable a customer to have several connected devices, such as, fax machines, 
modems, et al [Grandindrevin et al; page 1, lines 12-20]. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramnandan Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 




